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ELLINGTON HOTEL BERLIN 

THE CONCEPT 

  
The address alone is a classic: Nürnberger Strasse 50-55. It was here in the twenties 

and thirties that everyone who was anyone in Berlin danced in the famous Femina 

Palast, with its table telephones, pneumatic mail room, and roof hydraulics system 

which even allowed dancing in the open air. After the war, jazz fans met here at the 

"Badewanne“, the hottest jazz club in the city. In the seventies, the address was home 

to the legendary "Dschungel“ disco, where stars such as Frank Zappa, David Bowie, 

Carlos Santana, Iggy Pop and Barbra Streisand partied the night away.  

 

For months, heavy reconstruction has been taking place behind the 185-meter façade, 

and in March 2007, a new and fashionable hangout has opened its door here: the 

ELLINGTON HOTEL BERLIN. This design-hotel is fully styled throughout, including the 

Tower Suites, with a stunning view over the Gedächtniskirche, the Winter Garden, a 

stylish inner courtyard, and the Femina Palast ballroom. Defined lines characterize the 

whole timeless and casually elegant design of the hotel. The ELLINGTON offers a 

genuine feel-good atmosphere in spite of the stylish ambience, whether it is in the 

lounge area, or the Lobby, which connects the breakfast area to the restaurant “Duke”, 

or in the gym area in the basement with access to the inner courtyard and the refined 

bar, which looks over the restaurant and the lobby. Subtle lighting, a show kitchen with 

international crossover-cuisine on offer, fancy cocktails – the hotel has all the right 

elements for a fashionable hangout on the Nürnberger Strasse. This concept is 

enhanced by eight commercial outlets, some of which, including the restaurant, have 

access from the Nürnberger Strasse to the Hotel. "The commercial outlets must, of 

course, blend with the design project. We have, however, already found a number of 
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tenants, which identify so completely with the project that they are exactly right for the 

ELLINGTON, “ says owner, Julian Streletzki.  

 

The design concept continues throughout the 285 rooms. To ensure that the ELLINGTON 

HOTEL will be good value for money, there rooms are in different categories. These 

range from simple single and double rooms, to the two Tower Suites with sensational 

views over the Tauentzienstrasse and the Gedächtniskirche. The ELLINGTON would not 

be a hotel from the Streletzki Group if it did not also have a large area for events. There is 

room for up to 800 people in the six function rooms. The show-piece is the Femina 

ballroom which covers 634 sqm and has space for up to 600 people.  

 

The ELLINGTON HOTEL project on the Nürnberger Strasse is the result of a successful 

collaboration between the Streletzki Group and the German insurer IDEAL 

Lebensversicherung. The Streletzkis – Ekkehard Streletzki and his son Julian - both agree 

that "You couldn't dream of a better collaboration“. Rainer M. Jacobus, CEO of IDEAL 

Lebensversicherung, emphasizes the importance of the hotel building in the revival of the 

Nürnberger Straße: "The ELLINGTON HOTEL will not just improves the appearance of 

the street, but of the whole area around the Tauentzienstrasse. With our majority holding 

of the real estate company, we think we have made a very successful investment.“ 

 

Many people will comment that the building looks no different from the outside. This is 

because only part of the complex as a whole has been converted to form the hotel. 

Behind the 25 meter façade, the clothing store Peek & Cloppenburg will continue to 

trade. The character of the house, which was constructed in the style of the New 

Functionalism and is still very reminiscent of the glitz and glamour of the past, 

remained completely unchanged, in spite of the reconstruction work. The natural stone 

travertine facing, the striking brass frames of the high show windows, the rounded bay 

corners and the horizontal lines along the remarkable façade contribute to the striking 
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appearance of the building. Much of the original interior remains unchanged and is still 

reminiscent of the time of the golden twenties – and this despite the fact that the 

building was long used by the Berlin Finance Department as a simple office building. 

The original foyer, for example, is still partly in tact, with the high glass doors bordered 

in brass, and the cream-white ceramic tiles of the walls are reminiscent still of the 

magic of the glittering past. The main staircase is also striking, with its massive stone 

steps and elaborately formed ceramic handrail.  

 

In recent months, architects Johannes Reuter & Wencke Katharina Schoger and Luigi 

Lanzi have worked hard on this architectural treasure, effectively combining the 

building structure with contemporary design and color. During the reconstruction, 

priority has been given to the building's classification as a historical monument and the 

safety of the guests: probably the most spectacular and certainly the most expensive 

measure has been to adapt the building to conform with fire safety regulations. Tons of 

fire safety material has been used in order to meet new building regulations and 

therefore ensure the safety of the guests. According to Julian Streletzki, "The ceilings in 

particular did not correspond to modern fire protection regulations. Therefore, every 

single ceiling has been completely changed and thickened." This is particularly true in 

the cellar, where countless pipes and wires have been removed and fully replaced. 

 

In March, the ELLINGTON HOTEL has opened its doors and welcomed its first guests. 

Ekkehard and Julian Streletzki, Rainer M. Jacobus, CEO of IDEAL Lebens-

versicherung, and of course, Director Tina Palmowski all agree that the ELLINGTON is 

an exceptional hotel; a hotel, like no other in Berlin, and a hotel of supreme 

architectural distinction. 
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ELLINGTON HOTEL BERLIN 

THE RESTAURANT “DUKE“ 

 

Stylish atmosphere, an open show kitchen and original culinary creations of the highest 

standard: The restaurant “DUKE” in the ELLINGTON HOTEL, with its simple concept, 

is a new highlight on the Berlin restaurant scene – creative and varied, quality cuisine 

at attractive prices, not to forget the fantastic city location between Kurfürstendamm, 

the zoo and the KaDeWe.  

 

The “Duke“ is part of the parade of shops at the ELLINGTON HOTEL, with  exclusive 

boutiques such as the florist “Florale Welten” or the salon of top hair stylist Shan 

Rahimkhan, which significantly increases the attraction of the Nürnberger Strasse. It is 

within this parade that the “Duke” is located, with seating for 92 diners in a setting that 

blends perfectly with the design of the hotel. A stylish bar connects the restaurant with 

the hotel area and conservatory. Diners preferring a more intimate atmosphere are free 

to make use of the separate, private dining room which seats twelve.  

 

The menu includes dishes with a Mediterranean and Asian influence, offering such 

delights as “Roasted stone bass fillet with gnocchi and saffron tomatoes in chorizo chilli 

sauce” and “Crispy roast Barbary duck breast with pak choi, water chestnuts and 

honey and sesame sauce”. You can also enjoy classics like “Tagliatelle with pink 

peppercorns and cubes of Scottish salmon in a light saffron sauce”, while food for food 

enthusiasts includes dishes such as “Pink roast fillet and rump of veal on celery puree 

and tarragon carrots”, only offered by a handful of restaurants.   
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All dishes stand out through their creative and original preparation and presentation. 

Head Chef Carsten Obermayr, whose has formerly cooked under Alfons Schuhbeck 

and in “Tantris” in Munich, describes his concept as food with the “Wow factor”. The 

concise menu and the ever-changing weekly specials with seasonal ingredients offer a 

wide range of dishes which will appeal to a broad range of customer. The “Duke” is 

open daily from 11.30 to 23.00. After 23.00, the restaurant offers a night-time menu 

with a variety of Mediterranean and Asian finger food.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The DUKE Restaurant 
 

Nürnberger Strasse 50-55, 10789 Berlin 
Tel: +49 (0)30/ 6831-54000 
www.duke-restaurant.com 
Open daily from 11.30 a.m. 
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ELLINGTON HOTEL BERLIN 

The “wine vault“ 
 
 
The trendy DUKE restaurant in the ELLINGTON HOTEL BERLIN is one attraction 

better off: Starting right away, selected wines will be stored here behind the original, 

preserved, several-tonne steel doors of the former regional finance office vault. 

Previously, this was situated in the historic significant and listed building of today’s 

ELLINGTON HOTEL. In the past, the stock of 70 million DM, among other things, was 

safeguarded here at the time of the sign-on benefit after the opening of the wall. Now, 

guests at the DUKE restaurant can discover history for themselves and select their 

wine for the meal. Wine lovers and wine experts can additionally participate in 

exclusive wine tastings at the DUKE.  

 

160 different wines, mainly from France, Italy, Spain and Germany; topped off by 

Austria and South Africa, are stored in a 35m² large “wine vault”. These include 

specialties such as the 1971 Château Pichon Longueville Comtesse as magnum, the 

1983 and 86 Grand Cru magnum bottles Chambertin Côte de Nuits from Camus Père 

et Fils and the 1981 Sassicaia magnum. The offer includes wines from 22 euros for the 

crisp summer Rosé ”Chateau de Pampelonne“, 75 euros for Antinori’s ”Tignanello“ up 

to 480 euros for the Château La Mondotte 1999. 

 

“Our pricing is very fair, and above all, customer orientated. We wish to make famous 

wines such as these accessible, particularly those which scare customers off in top 

restaurants due to their exorbitant prices and then end up with vino della casa,“ said 

the vicarious hotel manager, Gunnar Gust. Along with the classics, many “secret tips“ 
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can be found in the “wine vault,” which perfectly complement the unique culinary 

creations of the DUKE chef, Carsten Obermayr.  

 

The restaurant was opened in May 2007 and presents a new highlight on the Berlin 

gastronomy scene with its creative and diverse top-quality cooking at fair prices, in the 

best city location between the Kurfürstendamm, the zoo and the KaDeWe. The menu 

boasts Mediterranean and Asian dishes, which are distinguished by their creative and 

original preparation and presentation. 
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ELLINGTON HOTEL BERLIN 

JazzRadio 101.9  
 
 

JazzRadio 101.9 broadcasts live at 18.00 hrs. from its new glass studios in the 

Ellington Hotel, Berlin. Regular jazz concerts in the lounge and in the Summer Garden, 

when the weather is good, attract audiences throughout the year with Berlin-based and 

international artists, easygoing sounds and relaxed atmosphere. 

 

Jazz feels right at home at the Ellington Hotel! Haus Nürnberg, as the building used tzo 

be known, was once a popular haunt of artists like Ella Fitzgerald, Duke Ellington and 

Louis Armstrong. The Ellington Hotel is once again embracing its past traditions by 

inviting both musicians and music fans to jazz events. The jazz concerts with artists like 

Gordon Gatherer, The New West Guitar Quartet, The Savoy Dance Orchestra, 

Grahame Patrick, The Blue Baba Swing Bigband, The Swinging Royal Jazz Band, Karl 

Heinz Böhm, Craig Burton Duo and many others can be enjoyed outside in the 

Summer Garden when the weather is fine. Here you can lean back on comfortable 

couches and enjoy a cool drink along with the easygoing music and relaxed 

atmosphere. When the weather decides not to play along, the concerts are put on 

inside the hotel. 

 

JazzRadio 101.9 and the Ellington Hotel represent the perfect partnership. Enjoy a 

cocktail or glass of wine at the bar with a view of the glass studio, and watch the 

presenters at work as well as following the programme over the hotel's speaker 

system. The successful station has already won the New York International Radio 

Broadcasting Award nineteen times and received the Gold Medal for Best Jazz 

Program three times. The team of friendly presenters is lead by Leslie Nachmann and 
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is on air every Thursday, Friday and Saturday at 18.00 hrs. with their electronic jazz 

show 'The White Room'. The programme broadcast on all other nights carries the 

signature sound of JazzRadio: Mainstream, Swing, Soul and Smooth Jazz, and is 

presented by jazz singer Maira Rothe and the Ukrainian actress Aleksandra Odnorog. 

Brand new in the schedule: former BDI boss Hans-Olaf Henkel is live on air for one 

hour, at 12.00 hrs. every Sunday, proving to the world what a great jazz fan he is. 

 

 

JazzRadio 101.9 at the Ellington Hotel 
 
Live on air everyday at 18.00 hrs. 
 
Sunday Jazz Brunch with live music in restaurant DUKE in Ellington from 11.30 hrs. 
 
Live jazz show with Hans-Olaf Henkel on Sundays at 12.00 hrs. 
 
Regular jazz concerts in the lounge and Summer Garden 
Dates listed on www.ellington-hotel.com 
  

 
 
 

ELLINGTON HOTEL BERLIN 

Nürnberger Straße 50-55, 10789 Berlin 

Tel: (030) 683150 

www.ellington-hotel.com 
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ELLINGTON HOTEL BERLIN 

FIGURES, FACTS AND DATES 

 
ELLINGTON HOTEL BERLIN 

Nürnberger Strasse 50-55 
10789 Berlin 

Website: www.ellington-hotel.com 
E-mail: contact@ellington-hotel.com 

Tel. +49(0)30/6831-50 
Fax +49(0)30/6831-55555 
 

Opening date:  March 2007 

Architect:  Johannes Reuter 
Interior designer:  Wencke Katharina Schoger, Luigi Lanzi  

Developers:  IDEAL Lebensversicherung a.G. and Ekkehard Streletzki 

Management:  Guido Fronert and Thomas Brückner 
Director:  Tina Palmowski 

Employees: approx. 65 permanent staff, additional contractors  
Total area:  19,710 m² 

Total area for the hotel:  10,273 m² 

Investment:  40 million euros 

Length of the façade:  185 meters 
Rooms:  285 rooms and suites 

Shops:  7 
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ROOM PRICES (do not include breakfast) 

As of January 2008 
 

Standard  Single room  € 108.00 – € 198.00 

16-20 sqm  Double room € 118.00 – € 198.00 
 

Superior  Single room € 118.00 – € 208.00  

20-25 sqm  Double room € 128.00 – € 218.00  
 

Deluxe  Single room € 138.00 – € 238.00  

25-30 sqm  Double room € 148.00 – € 248.00 
 

Suites   Single room € 168.00 – € 268.00 

starting at 30 sqm Double room € 178.00 – € 278.00  

Tower Suites  Single room € 238.00 – € 398.00  

41 sqm  Double room € 248.00 – € 408.00  

Executive suites  Single room € 278.00 – € 420.00  

75 sqm  Double room € 288.00 – € 428.00  
 

Breakfast  € 17.00 / Person 
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ROOM FACILITIES 

- individually-adjustable air conditioning system 

- Mini-bar 

- Direct dial telephone  

- TV 

- High speed internet access 

 

CONFERENCE AREAS 

- Six function rooms from 33 to 634 sqm for up to 800 people 

- Daylight 

- State-of-the-art conference equipment in all meeting areas 

- W-LAN 

- Air-conditioning system 

 

MISCELLANEOUS 

- Great central location 

- Barrier-free rooms 

- Family room 

- 50 parking lots 

- Breakfast room 

- Restaurant with open kitchen and bar 

- Lounge area 

- Inner courtyard for relaxation and for exclusive events usable 

- Modern gym 

- Concierge service 

- parade of exclusive shops  

- free of charge Bus stops very close by 
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ELLINGTON HOTEL BERLIN 

TINA PALMOWSKI 

 
Tina Palmowski, the director of the newly designed hotel, ambitiously names her goal: to 

establish the ELLINGTON HOTEL as a fashionable rendezvous in Berlin. The successful 

combination of a historic building, contemporary design and remarkable events, food and 

trading concept should make this possible.  

 

For the native Berliner, the job is a "very special challenge". The fact that she is the 

right director for the ELLINGTON is illustrated by her CV: Tina Palmowski completed 

her training as a restaurant manageress and then went on to study at the Berlin 

College of Hotel Management. Since 1999, she has worked at the Estrel Berlin as 

director of conventions and events, where she has lead numerous conferences and 

made an important contribution to the success of the hotel. In her role, she has been 

responsible for the co-ordination of almost all the major departments – an experience 

which will benefit her as a director. In the ELLINGTON HOTEL, the events area also 

plays an important role. "The wonderful new Femina Saal alone, with its high windows 

and unbelievable brightness, offers a great backdrop for functions.“ However, the 39-

year-old is also visibly enthusiastic about the modern restaurant, with a bar that 

extends into the foyer, the fitness area in the basement, and the Winter Garden with 

views into the stylishly organised inner courtyard. "There is nowhere comparable with 

this location. This new product clearly takes off in the Berlin hotel scene and will stand 

out because of its trendy concept and its good value for money.“ 
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ELLINGTON HOTEL BERLIN 

CARSTEN OBERMAYR 
 
Food with “an element of surprise” is how Carsten Obermayr, chef of the DUKE 

restaurant in the ELLINGTON HOTEL BERLIN, likes to describe his concept. Under 

the management of this 38 year old, the 14 strong kitchen team conjures up original, 

top quality, culinary creations in the stylish front cooking area. The DUKE serves 

Mediterranean and Asian dishes, and also classic and popular dishes that few 

restaurants have on the menu. The compact menu and the varying weekly menu, 

which comprises seasonal specialities, also appeal to a broad target group. 

 

Carsten Obermayr is a highly committed chef and loves challenges. Even as a 

teenager in Lower Saxony, he was able to make Black Forest cake and haunch of 

venison. Obermayr’s passion is first class gastronomy and this is reflected by his 

professional background that sounds like a Who’s Who of the most important star 

kitchens. Some of his most important career stations were cooking under the 

supervision of Alfons Schuhbeck in Waging am See, where he completed his 

apprenticeship, and his work in the restaurant “Tantris” in Munich. In this 

establishment, which holds 2 Michelin stars, Obermayr was responsible as the Chef 

Garde manager for the preparation of the food to the highest of quality standards. This 

certainly had a decisive effect on his future professional direction and developed his 

high culinary standards and a fast and precise working method, which he constantly 

demands from himself and from his team. He came to Berlin in 1999 as the kitchen 

chef for the newly opened Havanna Lounge Berlin. During this time he got to know and 

love the capital so that it was no coincidence that he returned to Berlin in 2006 to the 

newly opened ELLINGTON HOTEL BERLIN. Carsten Obermayr was part of the team 
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right from day one. He planned all the gastronomy areas under his own responsibility 

and has cooked here since the opening in March 2007. He regularly has to cater for up 

to 700 delegates at events and up to 90 demanding guests in the DUKE every day.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PRESS CONTACT: 
ELLINGTON HOTEL BERLIN, PRESS OFFICE, MARIE-CHRISTIN WOLFF, NÜRNBERGER STRASSE 50-52, 10789 BERLIN, GERMANY 

TEL.: +49 (0) 30/6831-52224, FAX: +49 (0) 30/6831-55555, E-MAIL: PRESSE@ELLINGTON-HOTEL.COM 

ELLINGTON HOTEL BERLIN 

EKKEHARD AND JULIAN STRELETZKI 

 
Ekkehard and Julian Streletzki have already carried out many major projects together, but 

the ELLINGTON HOTEL BERLIN is the fulfilment of a dream for the pair. Following the 

success of the Estrel Berlin, Germany's largest convention centre, and entertainment and 

hotel complex, owner Ekkehard Streletzki was always determined to make a further 

impact on the Berlin hotel-scene. The businessman is visibly proud that this is now 

happening in collaboration with and under the overall control of his eldest son Julian.  

 

"The ELLINGTON HOTEL, is a modern hotel in an absolute top location and in a 

category which until now has been fully underrepresented in Berlin,“ says Ekkehard 

Streletzki. In 1997, he bought the large complex on the Nürnberger Strasse. The fact that 

the original plans to build a five-star hotel fell through, no longer makes Streletzki sad. He 

says, "Berlin doesn't need any more five-star hotels. With the ELLINGTON-concept, we 

are capturing the exact spirit of the times.“ This means: the most modern design, lifestyle-

businesses as well as a restaurant with an integrated bar, and all this at a moderate price, 

which you would not necessarily expect so close to the Kurfürstendamm. 

 

Julian Streletzki has taken part in the conversion of the complex since its purchase and 

has also invested much passion into it. "This project has arisen with so much love. We 

have worked on many small details in order to develop a very special style,“ he enthuses. 

This is about the ELLINGTON HOTEL, not about a small 30 room boutique-hotel, but 

about a 285-room hotel with a large area for events. The successful mixture of old 

architecture in the style of New Functionalism and contemporary design "make the hotel 

an attraction in itself“. Therefore, the Streletzkis are once more putting the historical 
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building to its intended use. "This house has always been a place to go out and celebrate; 

a place for special events,“ says Julian Streletzki, who would like to make the Nürnberger 

Strasse a top address again. Julian Streletzki has made his father’s motto his own: 

"Always be a bit more creative than the others, and always dare to be innovative“. 

Streletzki Senior has taken a risk and has followed his visions on more than one occasion. 

Streletzki was born in the 1940s and began work in the building sector. He was worked on 

many exciting projects, for example, the building of the energy-saving, block-heating and 

generating plant, the conversion of an environmentally friendly brickworks in Moscow, the 

carrying out of a tram test route in Mittenwalde and a bio-power station in Zittau. However, 

hotel management proved to be the ideal setting for Streletzki’s spectacular vision, and it 

is in this field that he has achieved special success with the Estrel Berlin. The Estrel has 

been Germany's highest turnover hotel since 2000. Streletzki was named "hotelier of the 

year" for this success and for the concept. In addition, he was awarded the Cross of the 

Order of Merit of the Federal Republic of Germany for his professional life's work, his 

social involvement and his works for Berlin. 

 

Julian Streletzki has already taken part in many projects. He has lived in Berlin since 1989 

and immediately after school, he began "looking over his father's shoulder". As a result, a 

good team has developed, sharing jobs and complementing each other perfectly. Today 

Julian Streletzki, with his own company, is responsible for his father's real estate and 

newly planned projects, one of which is the ELLINGTON HOTEL BERLIN. In the long 

term, he plans to take over the whole business.  
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ELLINGTON HOTEL BERLIN 

RAINER M. JACOBUS 
 

As CEO of IDEAL Lebensversicherung, Rainer M. Jacobus is used to thinking on a 

grand scale and making major strategic decisions. He has always had a well-

developed power of imagination, enabling him to know how project will turn out, even 

when they are still in development. This gift was a great advantage when he decided to 

take on the majority share in the property company on the Nürnberger Strasse. "The 

fact that such a wonderful hotel has risen from the former finance offices makes me 

very happy,“ enthuses Jacobus, despite the fact that the ELLINGTON HOTEL is not yet 

finished. He also praises the partners of IDEAL: "The collaboration with the Streletzki-

Group is ideal. We could not have found a better partner than the operating authorities of 

the largest hotel with the highest turnover in Germany.“ 

 

In its main activity, IDEAL offers life, accident and indemnity insurance for people aged 

50 and over. In 1913, the IDEAL parent company was founded in Berlin. Since Jacobus 

became CEO in 2001, the company has continued only to sell insurance to older 

people, who it believes are "the only real growing target group which still exists in the 

insurance market “. The success of this strategy is illustrated by the rapid growth of the 

subscription income and new business figures over the last five years. Before joining 

IDEAL, Rainer M. Jacobus gained extensive experience in the insurance sector. He 

was chairman of the brokerage company CHARTA Börse für Versicherungen in 

Düsseldorf and of the software and advisory company COR in Stuttgart, which 

specializes in life insurance. 
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ELLINGTON HOTEL BERLIN 

A HISTORY 

 
It was here that Louis Armstrong, Ella Fitzgerald, and Duke Ellington played in the 

legendary “Badewanne”. Later, it was within these same walls that David Bowie, Romy 

Haag and Lou Reed reveled in the no less legendary “Dschungel”, and the big names of 

the Ufa film company and later television stars like Günter Pfitzmann and Edith Hancke 

stood on the stage of the “Berlin Theater” – a building with a long-standing tradition that 

has now been transformed into the ELLINGTON HOTEL BERLIN.  

 

Berlin’s new design-hotel boasts a renowned address, featured in every architectural 

guide to Berlin. Originally called the “Haus Nürnberg”, the building is decorated with one 

of Berlin’s longest and most remarkable façades – perhaps even the most beautiful. The 

four floors above the full-length shop front are exposed by elongated strip windows. The 

walls are faced with elegant travertine, bordered by narrow bands of dark brick above 

and below the highly distinctive windows. The façade, 185 meters long, is composed of 

several sections, including stairwell towers and alcoves, and is thus not completely 

uniform. The strip windows are nestled into their rounded corners, giving the majestic 

façade an extremely dynamic feel. The two stairwell towers extend proudly above the flat 

roof. The entrances and the shop windows along the storefronts are made of brass, 

further contributing to the distinguished appearance of the structure, which was built 

between 1928 and 1931 under the influence of the innovative buildings designed by the 

Berlin architect Erich Mendelsohn. 

 

The Haus Nürnberg, also known as the “Tauentzien Palace” and the “Femina Palace”, 

was designed by an architectural team that was very successful in its time: Richard 
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Bielenberg and Josef Moser. Since 1905, they had been making blueprints for numerous 

business and office buildings from their premises on Fasanenstrasse in the Berlin district 

of Charlottenburg. Their projects included the head-office for the Disconto-Gesellschaft 

(the predecessor to Deutsche Bank) on Unter den Linden, today the home of the 

German Guggenheim, the extension to the Zollernhof, now the capital’s main studio for 

German television station ZDF, and the headquarters for the A. Schaaffhausen'scher 

Bank Association on the Behrenstrasse, currently the main office for Bavarian federal 

state representation in Berlin. 

  

However, the building which today houses the ELLINGTON HOTEL has not been made 

a protected building simply for its unique exterior design. The interior, with its lobbies, 

stairways, and halls, also preserves the charm of the late twenties and early thirties, 

boasting features such as white and green tiled walls, brass stair handrails, stucco ceiling 

ornamentation and gilded lettering on the walls. The owner of the building, the Märkische 

Bau- und Grundstücksverwertung-AG, spared no effort or cost. In 1932, the Deutsche 

Bauhütte magazine called the Femina Palace a “capital tourist attraction” and the 

German architectural society presented it as the “newest entertainment locale in Berlin”. 

These plaudits referred to only a part of the building, namely the ground floor of the 

structural element on the Lietzenburger Strasse with its rear two-storey ballroom. The 

four upper floors of the front building were not party to this merry-making during these 

economically turbulent times and were rented as offices.  

 

The interior arrangement of the steel frame could easily be adapted to the needs of any 

tenant. In 1932, an office space of approximately 100 square meters on the second floor 

cost 270 Reichsmark per month, “including heating”, with a month’s rent for “a small 

single office with a waiting area” starting at 56 Reichsmark. In 1938, the state monopoly 

for the administration and control for alcoholic spirits obtained the offices. (By law, in 

1919 the German Reich held different monopolies over the control, purification, and trade 
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of raw alcohol distilled from grain and potatoes, and the sale of simple potable spirits. 

The subsequent authority, the Federal Monopoly for Spirits in Offenbach/Main (the BfB), 

still oversees around 24,000 distilleries today!)  

 

But bring on the cabaret! On October 1, 1929, the “Femina” celebrated its grand opening. 

The bold lettering at the bottom of the poster proclaimed that “Berlin’s Dance Hall” had 

capacity for 2,000 guests and advertised “two massive bars and three bands”, “daily tea 

dances. 2.50 Marks per cover” and “dance attractions”. It was a bold venture, involving 

the go-getting hotelier and gastronomist Heinrich Liemann, who was competing with a 

great number of pleasure spots in the area around the Gedächtniskirche for the 

attentions of Berlin’s dance-going public. The venue had to pull out all the stops: 

“Entering through a marble vestibule and a second antechamber, you arrive at a 

gentlemen’s bar where you can hear singers perform. From the cloakroom, for more than 

2,000 people, there is an elevator that can hold 16 people at a time to bring the guests to 

the dance club on the first floor. Here, twenty young women servers are on hand for you 

and a top-notch dance orchestra provides the music. Opposite this bar is the main dance 

hall, rising to the roof in two levels. There are telephones on the tables and a letter shoot 

from which young women in uniforms deliver the notes. The dancing area can be raised 

in parts or as a whole by half a meter so that the shows can be visible to everybody. 

Entertainment includes elegant dancing couples, contortionists, and complete ballet 

troupes, with shows in both the afternoon and the evening. First-rate bands are a must! 

The latest in modern lighting bathes the hall in a dazzling light. Beverages and meals are 

served at prices which are suitable for all types of budget!”  

 

The evening entertainments were not particularly cheap. On the dance floor, the least 

expensive bottle of wine cost 5 Marks. Beer was only served on the balcony, entrance to 

which cost one Mark. On the other hand, in the afternoon, from four thirty onwards, you 

could enjoy yourself for 2.50 Marks (for a “complete cover”). Apparently, this was a 
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compelling offer—before long, advertisements were already calling it “Berlin’s largest tea 

dance”. So that hotel guests would also find their way to the Femina from further afield, 

the host, Liemann, “bribed” numerous Berlin hotel porters by giving them radio sets.  

 

The press voiced the criticism that the interior was very much like the “Palais am Zoo”, 

though the latter did not have a letter tube, in fact only one other Berlin dance club did, 

nor did it have a roof which could be opened hydraulically. Ten years later, in May 1939, 

this very glass roof was given the following poetic description: “The glass roof opens. A 

blue sky shines over the tables for the tea dance. At night, the stars above the roofs of 

Berlin shimmer down. The freshness of the evening rushes over the dance floor. Here, 

the comfort of mingling and dancing beneath the open sky connects in such a lovely, 

practical way with the festive, luxurious surroundings of the Femina.” The press attested 

to the “highest caliber” of the bands that played – after all, the “King of Tango,” Juan 

Llossas played there (“Whoever can’t get their worries away should go and hear Juan 

Llossas play“). According to the Berliner Herold, the bars lacked “the most important 

thing: the barmaids. One should only open new bars when the number of pretty, 

interesting women required to run it are available.”  

 

The Femina Palast was not a permanent fixture, and the operating company changed 

several times. In 1931, the Grand Café, which was located in the basement directly 

beneath the dance hall, was converted into Willi Schaeffer’s “Cabaret für Alle”, and then, 

a little later, a grill restaurant and a beer cellar appeared in the basement. But none of 

this helped, and on April 13, 1933, the Nationalzeitung read as follows: “Yesterday, when 

the ‘Tischdamen’ showed up in front of Femina’s doors in their minks and furs, they 

found that the lights of the great dancing hall were out. There was no jazz syncopation 

ringing out into the night, and the musicians stood sadly in the entryway next to their 

instrument cases. Femina will no longer be opening its doors; their creditors had all of the 

chairs confiscated by the bailiff at noon.”  
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It was two and a half years before the social hub came back to life: the Texas-Bar had 

become a “cozy” drinking parlor, and the “Cabaret für Alle” was now the strongly 

Bavarian “Siechenbräu". The new operators were ready to concede to the spirit of the 

times, and “different armed forces bands give concerts to the SA and the SS, the NSKK 

and the pilots.” The success was nothing more than modest: instead of national brass 

bands, the Femina guests wanted to dance the swing. The building on Nürnberger 

Strasse evolved, with its large dance hall and its numerous side bars and restaurants, to 

become Berlin’s favorite palace of swing. Here, Teddy Stauffer, Heinz Wehner, and other 

famous bandmasters performed with their dance orchestras. During the war, the dancing 

hall was closed, but in the other areas, people were still dancing up until the bitter end.  

 

While the front part of the building survived the war entirely intact, the ballroom in the 

rear was ravaged by the war, and only the outside walls remained standing. In June of 

1946, the “Ulenspiegel” cabaret opened, and it was here that Werner Finck celebrated 

his return to Berlin, and Gustaf Gründgens his return to the cabaret when he produced 

the “Alles Theater” revue, starring Günter Neumann, who later became the legendary at 

the “Die Insulaner” cabaret club. Incidentally, the top-class ensemble of the second 

Neumann production included the name of a young film star who had already enjoyed 

great success: Bruni Löbel, who played the grandmother in the TV series “Forsthaus 

Falkenau” for many years and who died in September 2006. In 1948, the hall was 

converted into a cinema, and in 1958 it became home to the privately financed “Berliner 

Theater”, whose list of actors reads like a Who’s Who list of German theater. Many of the 

old Ufa stars, from Lil Dagover to Olga Tschechowa and Grethe Weiser, as well as 

younger ones such as Günter Pfitzmann and Edith Hancke, were to be seen here, and it 

was on this stage that Wolfgang Spier, still active in the Kudamm Theater, first learned 

the art of the comedy. The young Klaus Kinski caused a sensation in 1959 when he 

recited Villon, Rimbaud, Oscar Wilde and Gerhart Hauptmann for ten days running.  
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The former “Pusztastube” on the cellar floor became the “Badewanne” in 1949. Initiated 

as an artist hangout by a group of painters, the cellar club soon became Berlin’s most 

important jazz spot. The venue hosted other attractions as well, including rock ‘n roll 

shows and even Marlon Brando look-alike contests. Apart from beer, Coca Cola was the 

favorite drink, and many American GIs mixed in with the crowds to hear greats like Lionel 

Hampton, Count Basie, and Dizzie Gillespie perform live. In the 1970s, people were 

swaying to pop and disco, and in 1978 the venue was re-opened, this time as the “Sugar 

Shack” discotheque. But the venue’s class had faded and the next incarnation, the 

“Garage”, was more dirty than dandy. One door down was where it was really 

happening. With New Wave at the end of the 1970s, the chic “Dschungel” became 

Berlin’s counterpart to New York’s “Studio 54“ (at Nürnberger Strasse 53!). In her hymn 

to Berlin in 1980, Annette Humpe from the band “Ideal” sang: “Let’s see what’s going on 

in the Dschungel. /The music is hot, the neon lights glow,/Someone’s bought me a gin./ 

The dance floor is cooking, here’s where the scene is,/ I feel good, I’m all for Berlin!” The 

two female bouncers outside the door were considered as the most ruthless of the city – 

allegedly they left Sylvester Stallone standing out on the street with the words, “We don’t 

want any Rambos in here!” Once you were inside, you were part of the crowd, and with 

some luck could hear Rio Reiser as the DJ or have Nick Cave, once a Berlin resident, at 

the table next to you. Frank Zappa, Mick Jagger and David Bowie had wild parties after 

their concerts, and Prince and Boy George celebrated their nights in Berlin here. With the 

fall of the Berlin Wall and the rise of techno, this popular disco fell by the wayside, and in 

1993 it had to close. Even its successor, the noble “Dschungel” restaurant, never really 

enjoyed any success. At the end of the 1990s, the venue became a Sleeping Beauty, 

awakened sporadically only by rare revival parties. In the ballroom, the fun had stopped 

in 1973. The former cabaret, cinema, and theater hall became the staff canteen for the 

Berlin financial administration, which had obtained the office floors in 1964. The Berlin 

Administrative Academy also used the Haus Nürnberg for teaching. The hall where the 

financial senators gave their press conferences is preserved. It is located in the upper 
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floor of a rear section of the building. There are no famous names on the list of senators: 

the greatest career belonged to Günter Rexroth, who later became the Federal Minister 

for Economic Affairs, and the last to turn out the light in 1994 was Elmar Pieroth. 

 

However, the dust from decades of public use and periods of vacancy has been 

thoroughly flushed out of the building on Nürnberger Strasse. But the charm has been 

kept in. Tradition is key – and an inspiration. Between the walls of the old Femina Hall, 

there is now a modern meeting room; and the guests of the ELLINGTON HOTEL 

BERLIN enjoy their breakfast in the spot where the cabaret and film stars once graced 

the stage during the postwar period. Only the paternoster elevator, which used to take 

the financial senators to their offices, no longer remains – the building authorities 

declared it too dangerous for a hotel establishment.  

 

 

 

 


